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NATIONAL ASBESTOS AWARENESS WEEK 
Statement 

HON LORNA HARPER (East Metropolitan) [10.06 pm]: I rise this evening to talk about last week, which was 
National Asbestos Awareness Week. I was very lucky to sit down and have a lovely long chat and a coffee with 
Melita Markey, the chief executive of the Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia. I asked Melita about what she 
was up to at the moment and we talked about the current campaign about asbestos awareness and people renovating—
people, do not pull up your linoleum without getting it checked. We also talked about tradespeople and how those 
of the younger generation are not totally aware of the history of asbestos and the devastation that it can cause. Of 
course, we started talking about Wittenoom. I know I say it funny, because everybody tells me that it is Wittenoom. 
I still cannot say it; I fancy it. My stepfather worked there. 
Wittenoom came into being in 1943 and was around for over 23 years. CSR bought the rights from Lang Hancock 
and his company, and Lang Hancock worked for the company. I found out that Gina Rinehart grew up there as well. 
CSR knew in the early 1960s that the asbestos in the blue mine there was dangerous. The first case of mesothelioma 
was in 1962. The company knew that asbestos caused cancer and killed people. Over 20 000 people lived in Wittenoom 
at the time. About 7 000 of them were workers, 13 000 were family members and support services workers and 
about 7 000 were children, a lot of whom were born there. They all lived next to a mine that the company knew was 
causing cancer. 
Hon Pierre Yang: Disgraceful. 
Hon LORNA HARPER: It was totally disgraceful. It continued, knowingly, to run the mine. The poor hygiene 
and the ventilation at the mine was brought to the notice of the government of the day in 1962. In 1962, it was the 
Brand Liberal government. Unfortunately, that government decided not to take any action. People would think: 
why would it do that? It was because the company, CSR, threatened to close the mine and therefore put all those 
people out of work. A lot of those people were migrants. As part of coming here, they had to go and work elsewhere 
for two years. Like happens today, a lot of people get sent to the regions, but we sent those people to their deaths. 
About 10 per cent of the people who were in Wittenoom have died—over 2 000 people directly linked to Wittenoom 
have died. 
Wittenoom is no longer on the map. The roads are kind of closed, but over the years we have seen on social media 
that people have been going there on adventure holidays, because people do not realise, especially people from 
overseas, that it is still dangerous. Karijini is a beautiful place, and people get to Wittenoom from Karijini. We are 
selling this beautiful place that is also this deadly place. Right now there are no warning signs there to tell people. 
There is a social media campaign and another campaign, and the RAC very kindly put a little paragraph in one of 
its magazines saying not to go to Wittenoom because it is deadly. 
At the moment, the Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia is trying to raise money to get permanent memorials—
one here in Perth and something at Karijini—with the names of people who died and, unfortunately, space for the 
names of the thousands of more people who probably will die from this terrible disease. That is a bit of a plug, 
because it is raising funds. 
We also talked about the fact that some people in the chamber may not be aware that across the road at Solidarity Park 
there is already a plaque. I see a few people shaking their heads, because it is the workers’ park; that is where we go. 
That plaque commemorates people in trades who have died from this terrible disease. 
We then talked about Professor Musk. I know who Professor Musk is because he is the doctor who treated my 
stepfather when he had mesothelioma. I have mentioned before that my stepfather was diagnosed on 8 April 2005 
and he died on 8 September 2005. He worked at Wittenoom. He was a new migrant to this country. He was sent up 
there. His son played in the blue dust. This happened a long time ago, nearly 60 years ago now, but today we still 
have people dying. As part of asbestos awareness, we need to talk to people, to younger generations, and tell them 
that if they go to Karijini, do not go to Wittenoom. They need to be told to be careful about what they are doing in 
their houses. As a government and as leaders in the community, we need to make sure that we say to people that 
they should be aware that asbestos is still killing us, and beware of those companies that have made profits out of 
the deaths of others. 
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